20&         DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
Before the battle Yousef wrote to the king of Castille
proposing him either to embrace Islam or to pay a
tribute or fight, according to the religious law. He
said in that letter : u We have heard, O Adfonsh
(Alphonso) that you wished to meet us and to have
ships to cross the sea to us. Now we have crossed
over to you and God brought us together in this field,
and you shall see the consequences of your wish. The
wishes of infidels are in vain."
The king of Castille retorted with a vehement
letter full of threats. Yousef merely returned to him
his letter annotated with the following words: u You
shall see what will happen." 5
On Rajab 12, 479 A.H. (October 23, 1086 A.D.)6
the battle began and the two armies were engaged in a
general combat. The king of Castille attacked with
his cavalry the Almoravides' wing commanded by Ibn
Ayisha so severely that it was almost dislodged from
its position and was put in disorder, notwithstanding
the bravery exhibited by the Almoravides. The king
of Navarre also defeated the Andalusian forces which
were in a state of disorder and most of them had
retired towards Badajoz. Only Ibn Abbad and his army
stood in face of the Navarrese but the brave prince
was wounded and his men were dispersed. When the
king of the Almoravides found that the Christians
were winning on all sides, he at once pushed his reserve
forces to the field, which were the best of his troops,
and they were led to the heart of the Christians by one
of his bravest and ablest generals, Syr Ibn Abi Bakr.
Soon the aspect of the battle changed, and the fugi-
tives joined the new forces and the combat was
resumed. Yousef attacked the camp of the Christians,
which was guarded by a small force, and destroyed it.
He then attacked the rear of the Castillians forcing
the king of Castille to withdraw with his forces to
face this new danger., Ibn Ayisha, availing himself of
this,opportunity, rushed with his forces to chase the